RICHELIEU                       259
nobles were blackmailing and weakening the
Crown, after the assassination of Henry IV.
The worst culprit was old Sully, who went off
with enormous loot as the fruit of threats to aid
civil war against the Queen Regent. The King,
the heir of Henry IV, was only a boy, under
the title of Louis XIII; until he should be of
age his mother, Marie de Medici, a violent but
unpractical woman, was left in control. The
result was that the rich could do pretty well
what they liked. The Protestant nobles and the
large Protestant middle class of the towns took
full advantage of this position. It will be remem-
bered that Henry IV, by the Edict of Nantes,
had allowed them to hold a number of strong
walled cities and to govern them as a sort of
State within the State, and had also permitted
them to call national assemblies of their faction,
which were a perpetual menace to the central
power of the King. Richelieu saw that the first
thing to be done if the Crown was to be saved,
its power increased and thereby the whole nation
consolidated, was to take away these dangerous
special favours, and treat the Huguenots like
everybody else. He was determined when he
came to power that there should no longer be a
realm within the realm, and a rival power strong
enough to threaten the monarchy.
But by so much as he was determined upon